
Louise Portais was born in North 
Cambridge. Her parents were born 

on Saint Pierre and Miquelon, a 
small group of islands that belong 
to France, located 126 miles off the 
coast of Nova Scotia. She traveled 

to these islands with her parents in 
1946, taking an old freighter for $15 a 

head. Louise attended school at Our Lady 
of Pity, the “French parish” in Cambridge. 

Louise is bilingual, and as a young girl would play Scrabble 
with her parents in French. She attended Cambridge 
Latin School and graduated with honors, winning the 
Commercial prize at graduation.  

While still in high school, Louise was hired at a copper 
boiler company located in Kendall Square, where she 
worked for 17 years. Louise later had several jobs working 
as an executive secretary to presidents and vice presidents 
of various companies. Louise’s last position was working 

SUNDAY, APRIL 4

Freeana & Rosen will give an Easter Sunday 

performance with vocals, guitar and 

recorder at 2:00 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 13    

April in Paris Dinner! French wine 

and cheese beginning at 4:00 p.m. 

followed by a gourmet dinner with 

Eddie Marando on the accordion.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21

Derek Mann will perform on the 

piano at 2:00 p.m. Public is welcome!

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 

Book reviews with Cambridge Public 

Librarian Carole Feeney-Withrow at 3:30 

p.m. Tea will be served.
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Beverly Randolph
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MIHNUET, a musical group 

from Harvard University, will 

perform at Neville Place on 

Saturday, April 17th 

at 2:00 p.m.

in our Living Room

J O I N  U S !
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Patricia Perry of Sneak Peek Productions gave us an education on the 
crimes that might have sent someone to court in the 1600’s and 1700’s.

Send your email address to  
info@nevilleplace.org 

and we will email this 
newsletter to you each 

month. 

Thinking of Going Green? 

Portais, from page one

We recently took a trip to the Museum of 
Fine Arts. Below, Sheldon Hughes and Ingolf 

“Mel” Melberg enjoy viewing pieces in the 
European Collections. 

for Sheldon Cohen, owner of Out of Town 
News in Harvard Square. 

Louise has traveled to Europe three times. 
Her last trip was at age 67, when she visited 
five countries in three weeks. She says that 
one of the highlights for her was seeing the 
Oberammergau Passion Play.  

Louise lived in Arlington for 17 years, 
where she sang with the Arlington Chorus 
and was active with town politics. She enjoys 
classical music and is an avid crossword 
puzzle fan. She thinks that Neville Place is a 
wonderful community in which to live!

Clockwise, from top left: Al Case; 
Ben Luden, Social Program Director 
Sue Bowdridge, and Lyyli Newton; 

Jessie Babajtis; Pat Perry and Helen 
Gigante; Pat Perry and Al Case; Mary 

Sullivan.


