
Meet Haig and Roseen Ohanian! 
Haig was born in Medford, and after 
graduating from high school in 1946, 
his family moved to Watertown. Roseen 
was born in Belmont and lived there for 
the last 80 years. They are both first-
generation Americans, as their parents 
were born in Turkey. Haig and Roseen 
met at their church in Watertown; Roseen 
was in the choir, and Haig joined to get 

closer to her! Haig served in the United States Army for two 
years; he played the trombone in the Army Marching Band. 
After he and Roseen got married, the Army sent them to 
Wisconsin. Roseen worked as a secretary on the base. Haig 
would play for the dancing band at the USO, and Roseen 
would dance with all the soldiers while Haig played. 

The couple moved back to Belmont and Haig started 
an eight-year apprenticeship with his father to learn to be a 
diamond cutter. He worked in the jewelry business for 65 
years; their jewelry store is located at Downtown Crossing 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1

 Neville Place, along with StilMee, a leader 

in Alzheimer’s counseling, will offer an 

Alzheimer’s support group from 5:30-

7:30 p.m. A light dinner will be served. 

RSVP requested by May 31st. This group will 

meet the first Wednesday of each month. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15

The Silver Newtones senior chorus will 

perform at 2:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 23

Join us for our Neville Place Luau, 

featuring a Hawaiian-themed dinner 

and music. Tickets are $15 per person. 

Proceeds to benefit the Boston University 

Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center. Please 

join us to support a great cause!
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Public is welcome at all events listed!
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and is now run by their son and nephew. 
Roseen worked as a secretary at Tufts University. 
Their life and friends centered around the 
Armenian Protestant Church in Watertown, 
where they were members for the last 60 years. 
The Ohanians adopted their two children, Julie 
and Eric. Julie lives in North Carolina with her 
husband and three children and Eric and his 
wife Kelly live in Boxborough and have three 
children as well. The family gets together for all 
of their birthdays.

Haig and Roseen have traveled extensively; 
they have been on 25 cruises, including one to 
Alaska with the whole family to celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary. Haig and Roseen 
have recently moved to Neville Place and they 
are enjoying all that we have to offer. They are a 
friendly couple who enjoy entertainment or just 
getting to know their new friends here.

OHANIAN, from page one

Send your email address to  
info@nevilleplace.org 

and we will email this 
newsletter to you each 

month. 

Thinking of Going Green? 

There was lots of activity on the Pond on May 7th! Performers 
included Herb’s Heard 15-piece swing band and the group Acapellas 

Anonymous from Emerson College. We enjoyed lunch and a 
scavenger hunt for kids, as well as rides on a trolley provided by City 

of Cambridge. People from all 
over Cambridge came out to 
enjoy our wonderful pond!

Right: Residents 
enjoy the Herb’s 
Heard concert!

We recently held a show to display the 
various works of art created by our 

residents! Associates Sue Bowdridge 
and Audrey Cina, along with Lesley 
University intern Angela DeAngeles, 
helped to adorn our walls with the 

beautiful pieces of art. Many friends 
and members of the Cambridge and 
Lesley communities came to view the 

show, 
while enjoying Al Gould on violin, 
wine, and a delicious selection of 

cheeses and appetizers. 

Erna Benjamin views a 
collection of crafts done 
by residents with Lesley 

University interns

Juliet Sanger reflects on her 
watercolor piece

Lyyli Newton and her friend 
look over Lyyli’s portfolio and 

displayed work.

Left: Erna Benjamin, Vivian 
Epstein, Mary Gineitis and 
Louis Coy take a ride on the 
trolley provided by City of 
Cambridge

Left: Hope and Jim 
Tsacoyeanes enjoy a 
dance to music from 
Herb’s Heard


